187 &MNRAS..36..365K 


392 


Dr. Lassett, Visibility of Disk of Venus. 


XXXYI. 9. 


PAEALLAX AND DISTANCE OF STARS. 

Horrebow, Copernicus Triumphans, Havniae, 1727. 

Basis Astronomic, Havniae, 1735. 

Manfredius, De Annuis Inerrantium Stellarum Aberrat. Bononiae, 1729. 
Celsius, De Parallaxi Stell. Fix. Ann., Upsalise, 1730. 

Wideburg, De Parallaxi Orbis Ann., Jenae, 1746. 

Ditto, Commentatio, Jense, 1747. 

Eegner, De Conatis ad Parall. Ann. Upsaliae, 1800. 

Lundstedt, De Aberratione et Parallaxi Annua, Upsaliae, 1821. 

Konigsberg, Nat. Unterh. vol. i, 

Blomstrand, De Fide quae sit Astronomorum in Parallaxi Fixarum, Lundae, 
1850. 


On the Visibility of the Unilluminated Portion of the Disk of Venus. 

By William Lassell, Esq., LL.D., E.B.S. 

{Extract from a Letter to E. Dimkin , F.B.S., Secretary.) 

The sky being clear on both the 12th and 13th of July, I 
observed Venus during a considerable part of the afternoons of 
both days, with the two-foot Equatoreal powers 155 and 219. To 
call the image a crescent is almost a misnomer; it might rather, 
especially on the 13th, be called a sharp, brilliant, semi-circular 
hair. The cusps appeared scarcely to reach the ends of a dia¬ 
meter—certainly not beyond in my estimation. As it has been 
said that under such circumstances the unilluminated part of the 
disk has been visible or traceable, I looked most carefully for 
such an appearance on both occasions, without being able to per¬ 
ceive any whatever. On the 13th I applied the micrometer, 
hiding all but the ends of the cusps behind one of the jaws, and 
endeavoured to divest myself of all prejudice which might arise 
from my belief that such could not be visible. The result, how¬ 
ever, was entirely negative. I could not gain even an impression 
of any difference of brightness or colour of the sky included be¬ 
tween or beyond the cusps, and that surrounding or adjacent. On 
the latter day I could not continue my observation so long, as 
the fierce snn shining down the inside of the tube soon occasioned 
a disturbance, which greatly impaired the precision of the image. 

Bay Lodge , Maidenhead , 

1876, 19 July. 


Errata. 

p. 350, line 7 from "bottom, for with read With. 

p. 351, line 4, for make read made. 

p. 358, line 4 from bottom, for developed read depended. 

p. 359, line 20, for ASl read A l. 

p. 359, line 32, read “ const, of k = k 0 == o"*io.” 

p. 361, lines 17 and 18, dele the sign — before 
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